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The  figures  in  this  report  are  a  testimony  to  the  remarkable  grov.th 
of  the  importance  of  the  trade  of  East  Africa  and  Uganda  in  the 
last  20  years,  and  it  is  interesting  to  record  that  America,  one  of  the 
first  in  the  field,  having  arranged  a  friendly  commercial  treaty  in 
the  5'ear  1833  with  the  then  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  has  played  a  very  im- 
j)ortant  part  in  the  development  of  its  trade.  Both  American  im- 
ports and  exports  have  increased  year  by  year  until  191G,  when  on 
account  of  restricted  shipping  opportunities  the  imports  of  American 
manufactured  goods  showed  a  decline  as  against  the  previous  year 
of  nearly  $200,000,  whereas  the  total  imports  of  the  two  protector- 
ates had  increased  by  $500,000. 

Increased  Customs  Revenue — Development  of  Resources. 

From  April  1,  1896  to  March  31,  1897,  the  customs  revenue  from 
import  duties  amounted  to  only  $60,000.  Twenty  years  later  the  rev- 
enue for  the  corresponding  period — there  had  been  no  alteration  in 
the  tariffs  in  the  interim — amounted  to  $900,000. 

Exports  show  up  even  better  as  the  figures  for  the  same  periods 
were,  respectively,  $32,500  and  $930,000. 

Development  has  been  along  agricultural  lines;  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  soda  deposits  nothing  has  been  discovered  to  denote  that 
the  mineral  resources  of  the  country  will  ever  be  of  much  importance. 
It  is  on  its  agricultures  that  its  future  depends. 

The  prospects  for  the  immediate  future  are  not  particularly  bright, 
which  is  natural  with  the  existing  state  of  shipping.  Space  is  get- 
ting more  scarce  every  day,  and  the  effect  is  as  adverse  on  the  imports 
as  on  the  exports.  Ov\"ing  to  a  veiy  severe  drought  the  Government 
has  had  to  import  maize,  the  chief  native  food,  to  relieve  the  situa- 
tion. Another  cause  contributing  to  the  adverse  conditions  is  the 
curious  position  that  has  arisen  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  silver  rupees. 

The  great  future  possibilities  of  British  East  Africa  and  Uganda 
are  very  little  appreciated,  except  by  those  who  have  knowledge  of 
the  protectorate.  That  their  possibilities,  both  as  regards  imports 
and  exports,  are  exceptional  must  be  fully  realized .b}'  anj^one  taking 
a  casual  interest  in  the  countr3\ 

Field  for  American  Goods — Population  Increased. 

America  should  play  a  very  important  part  in  the  future  develop- 
ment of  the  wonderful  natural  resources  of  East  Africa.  Materials 
for  railroads,  locomotives,  agricultural  machinery,  implements,  and 
tools  of  all  kinds  will  be  required  in  ever  increasing  quantities.    For 
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some  time  past' several  American  concerns  have  been  doing  a  con- 
siderable business  in  this  class  of  American  manufactures. 

The  n'ative  population  of  East  Africa  and  Uganda  is  gauged  at 
about  7,500,000.  Considering  the  area  of  the  two  territories  this  is 
not  large,  but  since  the  adAent  of  the  white  man,  eliminating  inter- 
tribal warfare  and  being  also  the  means  of  the  diminution  of  disease, 
the  natives  of  all  the  tribes  are  increasing  very  greatly  in  numbers, 
and  for  many  years  to  come  the  bulk  of  the  domestic  imports  will  be 
on  their  account.  The  chief  imports  consist  of  unbleached  cotton 
piece  goods  and  dyed  and  printed  cottons.  The  trade  in  these  mate- 
rials and  all  kinds  of  clothing  will  go  ahead  steadily  as  the  native  be- 
comes more  amenable  to  work,  assisting  the  settlers  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  such  crops  as  sisal,  coli'ee,  flax,  beans,  maize,  etc.  At  the 
present  time  the  majority  of  the  natives  are  satisfied  with  the  culti- 
vation of  a  few  acres  of  land — sufficient  for  his  mere  subsistence  and 
that  of  his  wife,  who  does  most  of  the  work  on  his  land. 

Exports  and  Imports  Decrease — Principal  Imports. 

The  trade  of  British  East  Africa  and  Uganda  during  the  calendar 
year  of  1917  totaled  $19,765,177,  of  which  $12,811,128  represented 
imports;  and  the  exports  were  valued  at  $6,951:,04-9,  a  total  decrease 
of  trade  amounting  to  $688,660,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year.  This  decrease  was  shared  by  both  the  imports  and  exports, 
the  former  by  $385,911  and  the  latter  by  $302,716.  It  is  not  possible 
to  give  the  figures  showing  the  imports  and  exports  by  different 
countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  into  British  East 
Africa  and  Uganda  for  the  calendar  j^ears  1916  and  1917.  The  in- 
formation as  to  quantities  were  not  in  all  cases  available. 


Articles, 


191C. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1917. 


Quantity.        Value 


Ale  and  beer gallons. 

Alcohol,  mythylic do--- 

Ammiinition rounds- 

Animals,  live number- 

Arms. 


1,836,041 

2,348 

1, 117, 251 

269 


Bacon  and  ham hundredweight. 

Bags  and  sacks 

Beads pounds. 

Beverages,  nonalcoholic 

Books 

Building  materials 

Butter,  tinned pounds. 

Candles ...hundredweight- 
Canvas yards. 

Cheese poimd.s. 

Cement hundredweight. 

Copra  (for  reexport) . 

Chemicals,  n.  e.  s 

Cigarettes pounds. 

Cigars do... 

Coal tons. 

Toal  products 

Cotton  yarns pounds. 

Cotton  piece  goods: 

Blri'hed yards- 

Unljlcached do... 

Triiitcd do... 

Dyed do... 

Biankets number. 

Manufactures 

Cutlery 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Electric  apparatus 


459 
'234^362 


lM,2o3 

463 

203,513 

34,  ()59 

38, 548 


$176,295 

3,478 

26, 130 

8,833 

8,062 

15, 338 

330,404 

50,472 

33, 425 

12, 190 

9,430 

28,375 

5,460 

100, 595 

14, 638 

55,857 


65,851 

426 

1,327,293 

1,216 


64 
52,491' 


$73, 633 

845 

28, 512 

10,774 

8, 121 

2,561 

159,898 

19,418 


40,5.33 

677 

123, 696 

6,430 

31,548 


268,968 

22, 462 

1,162 


42, 805 

198,075 

32, 160 

22, 813 


.537,314 

14,849 

325 


12,704 

4,560,270 
23, 078, 168 
2, 728, 778 
5,388,996 
2,397,535 


3,021 

384,617 

1,809,868 

320, 450 

876, 147 

700, 631 

242, 203 

52, 673 

69,079 

26,572 


6,132 

6,926,729 

18, 269, 937 

3,102,824 

5,251,494 

804, 886 


2,741 

9,776 
12,206 
12,425 
70,032 

2,567 
00,107 
213, 320 
30,794 
340,833 
16, 590 
11,725 
22, 132 

2,376 

609,271 

1, 684, 624 

490, 054 

941,394 

461,710 

223,684 

52,081 

48,643 

17,957 
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Articles. 


Explosives 

Fencing  materials 

Foodst  litis: 

Animal 

Other,  n.  e.  s 

Fruit,  fresh 

Furniture 

Gliisswarc 

0  lass,  i)la to 

Gold,  bullion ounces . 

Grain: 

Dal hundrcdv>-ei.c;ht . 

Flour  and  wheat  meal do. . . 

Rice do... 

Wheat do... 

Other do... 

Hahcrda<her.v 

Hardware 

Implements: 

Aericultural 

Other 

Instruments: 

Scientific 

Pianos 

Other 

Jewelry. 


191G. 


Quantity. 


A'alue. 


4S 

5,i:?2 

7.",.54(j 

9S,  7S4 

3,415 

7,564 


Leather: 

UnwTOUght 

Boots  and  shoes pairs. 

Saddlery,  harness 

Other  maniUactures 

Linen,  hemp,  and  j  ute,  manufactiu'ed 

Machinery: 

Agricultural 

Industrial 

Other 

Manures  and  insecticides 

Matches gross . . 

Metals: 

Brass  and  copper  manufactures 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 

Iron  and  steel  wire hundredweight.. 

Iron  and  steel,  building  purposes 

Al  1  other  manufactured 

Unmanufactured 

Galvanized  iron  sheets hundredv.' eight. . 

Milk,  condensed do 

Mineral  waters,  etc dozen. . 

Oils: 

Petrol,  kerosene gallons. . 

Petroleum  and  others do 

Coconut 

Ghee  (clarified  butter) hundredweight . . 

Margarine do — 

Turpentine gallons . . 

Grease,  all  other 

Fuel gallons . . 

Perfumery,  etc 

Photos,  pictures,  etc 

Plate  and  plated  ware 

Playing  oards , 

Por'cclair ,  china,  etc ' 

Preserved  rneats 

Preserves,  tinned,  etc 

Printed  matter 

Railway  and  road  material 

Rope  and  twine: 

Agriailtural  and  industrial 

Other 

^Rubber,  manufactured,  n.  e.  s 

Salt hundredweight 

Ships,  boats,  etc 

Spirits: 

B  randy gallons 

Whisky do.. 

Gin do.. 

All  other do.. 

Silk: 

Manufactured 

Yarn pounds 

Soaj) hundredweight 

Stationery 


41,520 


SI  2,  (152 

465 

444,:i51 

4,990 

2S,SO0 

40, 737 


1917. 


Quantity. 


108, 727 


149 


5,063 

14,975 

252,0-il 

29S, 239 

9,393 

27.  S99 

22,441 

149,402 

149,415 
18, 1S2 

4,045 

6, 2fi9 

4,6S2 

526 

32, 647 

80, 840 

5, 02S 

10, 839 

18,  S42 

40, 032 

ISO, 250 

65, 9  to 

4,123 

68, 019 

19. 272 

116,970 

1,062 


4.405 
16;0S5 
37,914 

536.9.50 
92',  052 


1, 373 

64 
1,461 


7, 624 


73,514 


20, 4 IS 

92, 223 

9,180 

3, 284 


184 
29,  774 


38, 292 

3, 475 

33,744 

289, 455 

4.5, 171 

93,913 

43, 930 

240 

31,974 

1,113 

1,427 

43, 820 

374 

14, 683 

840 

3, 920 

9,094 

36, 695 

14,482 

313,398 

21,926 

42, 380 

16, 095 
2.5,731 
3, 232 
45, 505 
21, 472 

76, 048 

341,9.55 

21,276 

15,315 

32, 906 

.509 

257, 705 

125, 501 


903 

28, 4,57 

35, 060 

1.519 

16,565 


33,221 


114,671 


1,5 13 
3,421 


773,616 
162,771 


1,288 

4 
2,081 


13, 179 


51,957 


8,911 

38,0:34 

5,624 

1,677 


6 
25, 355 


Value. 


?3, 508 
5,328 

22 

315,320 

3,446 

26, 873 

21,955 

4,689 

19, 574 

9, 16  > 

213,359 

282,981 

8,867 

60,874 

1.5, 10  i 

137,957 

205, 695 
11,515 

641 

10,502 

7, 748 

792 

9,669 
98, 121 

4,672 
16,390 
15, 989 

66,720 

197,0,54 

22, 421 

1,831 

76, 571 

12,  .576 

133. 251 

700 

4,, 561 

10,  4:36 

267 

13,409 

91,284 

22,  .543 

162, 200 

82,612 

228 

40, 7.56 

32 

2,413 

73, 962 

510 

15,558 

255 

3, 479 

2, 258 

28, 698 

5,343 

108.551 

35, 888 

8,601 

17, 271 
12, 405 
1,186 
40, 852 
35,973 

50, 291 

20^,  797 

15, 733 

11, 703 

33,640 

16 

252, 877 

102, 914 
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Articles. 


Sugar hundredweight . . 

Tea pounds . . 

Telegraph,  supplies,  etc 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured pounds . . 

\J  nmanufact  urcd do — 

Tombstones 

Toys  and  games 

Trees,  plants,  seeds,  etc 

Vehicles: 

Power,  agricultural 

Olhors 

A s,'ripultural  nonpowcr 

A 1 1  oUicrs 

Watches  and  clocks number . . 

Wearing  apparel 

AVincs gallons . . 

Wnnd ,  unmanufactured tons . . 

Wool  'u  and  worsted  yarns pounds. . 

Wool,  manufactured,  n.  e.  s 

Wojicii  aiid  worsted,  manufactured yards.. 

Wool  cjrpets,  rugs number. . 

Woolen  blankets do 

Woolen  ina'iufactures  goods,  n.  e.  s 

Miscellaneous  articles 

Goods  in  transit 

Coins  admitted  into  circulation 


1910. 


Quantity.        Value 


77,538 
54b, 495 


598, 605 
71,622 


2,632 


43,606 

1,798 

532 


39,912 

4,857 
7,406 


S492,314 

126, ISO 

2,471 

196, 107 
5,170 
1,020 
9, 555 
8,932 

5,228 
152, 470 

16, 289 

173, 278 

4,830 

158,  708 

125,042 

76,683 

389 

5,143 

32, 203 

14,979 

12, 406 

7,  498 

426, 513 

424,328 

843, 526 


1917. 


Quantity. 


26,827 
267, 645 


312, 088 
15, 826 


1,616 


18,  ISl 
162 
356 


34, 293 
2,  S92 
3,321 


Value. 


$389, 047 

136,568 

979 

98,097 
1,32-8 
1,407 
7,705 
5,618 

6,393 

149, 375 

28, 096 

130,387 

6,751 

232, 933 

62, 379 

10, 155 

686 

13, 520 

47, 745 

8,780 

8,018 

5,962 

417,208 

1, 760, 688 

72,997 


Imports  of  Cotton  Piece  Goods. 

It  will  be  noted  that  cotton  piece  goods  head  the  list  of  imports, 
the  total  for  1917  being  $4,413,033,  only  $24,000  less  than  for  the 
previous  year,  Avhich  was  a  record  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
The  importance  of  this  trade  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  native  popu- 
lation use  mostly  unbleached  cotton  piece  goods  and  dyed  and 
printed  cottons  for  clothing.  The  following  table  shows  the  value 
of  the  cotton  piece  goods  imported  into  Mombasa  during  1917: 


Kind. 

Yards. 

Value. 

Bleached                   

6,926,729 

18,269,937 

3, 102, 824 

5,251,494 

S609,271 
1,684,624 

Unbleached 

Printed 

490,054 

Dyed 

941,394 

Total 

3,725,343 

Marked  Decrease  in  Imports  of  Foodstuffs. 

Owing  principally  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  shippers  in  ob- 
taining freight  space  to  East  African  ports,  the  imports  of  food- 
stuffs show  a  very  marked  falling  off  during  1917  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  decreasing  from  $2,346,077  to  $1,553,223. 

In  some  instances  where  the  imports  show  a  decline  out  of  all 
proportion  to  others,  the  reason  can  not  altogether  be  put  down  to 
lack  of  shi])ping  facilities.  As  an  instance,  condensed  milk  showed 
a  falling  off  of  nearly  $200,000,  two-thirds  of  the  trade  of  the  previ- 
ous year.  The  probable  cause  is  that  as  milk  with  other  dairy 
produce  is  being  produced  in  the  protectorate  in  increasing  quanti- 
ties, the  European  settlers  having  gone  very  largely  into  dairy-farm- 
ing, the  supply  is  gradually  being  brought  up  to  the  demand.  It  is 
not  long  since  condensed  milk  was  the  only  kind  obtainable. 

Possibilities  in  Hardware  and  Machinery. 

The  next  important  group  of  figures  is  made  up  of  hardware  and 
machinery  which  total  $824,470.     These  figures  show  a  slight  de- 
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crease  as  against  the  previous  3-ear*s  figures  of  $939,213,  but  in  both 
cases  they  do  not  represent  the  demand  that  is  very  far  in  excess  of 
the  supply,  the  principal  cause  of  this  being  the  restrictions  placed 
upon  exports  from  Europe  and  other  sources  of  supph'. 

As  in  other  years,  agricultural  implements  come  first  with  a  total 
of  $205,095,  and  industrial  uuichinory  next  $197,054.  On  account 
of  the  rapid  development  that  is  taking  place  agriculturally  there 
is  bound  to  be  a  rapid  and  ever  increasing  demand  for  all  classes  of 
agricultural  implements,  machiner}',  and  tools. 

Decreased  Imports  of  Alcoholic  Beverages — Receipts  of  Tobacco  Increased. 

In  1910  wines,  spirits,  etc.,  formed  the  fourth  group  of  figures,  be- 
ing in  value  far  above  the  tobacco  trade,  but  they  have  fallen  off 
considerably,  representing  in  1917  only  $430,390  of  the  total  imports, 
Avhereas  in  1910  they  amounted  to  $788,523.  The  imports  of  whisky 
were  valued  at  $208,797;  ale  and  beer  imports  were  $73  033. 

The  importation  of  Japanese  beer  is  growing  considerably;  the 
exact  figures  are  not  available,  but  Avhereas  in  1910  there  Avas  only 
one  consignment  from  that  source,  there  were  several  in  1917. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  imports  of  tobacco  as  compared 
with  1910.  The  receipts  of  cigarettes,  cigars,  and  tobacco  during 
1917  were  valued  at  $402,848  compared  with  $431,512  for  1910,  but 
this  difference  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  prices. 

The  native  is  becoming  more  accustomed  to  cigarette  smoking;  the 
quality  is  of  a  very  low  grade,  put  up  in  packets  of  10  and  retailing 
at  present  for  3  cents  (American  money)  per  packet.  In  1917  ciga- 
rettes represented  $340,833  of  imports. 

Demand  for  Vehicles. 

Importations  showed  a  slight  falling  off  in  last  year''s  figures,  but 
the  demand  is  ver}^  much  above  the  supply,  especially  in  light  buggies 
for  farm  work,  and  also  in  motor  cars.  Every  consignment  of  both 
these  classes  of  vehicles  is  taken  up  immediately  on  arrival,  and 
agents  are  booked  up  with  orders  for  forward  deliver}',  most  of  the 
makes  asked  for  being  American. 

Clothing  Imports — Soap — Stationery,  etc. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  imports  of  ready-made  clothing 
during  1917  compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  this  is  a  trade 
that  is  bound  to  grow  wiien  conditions  become  normal,  as  the  native 
is  buying  this  class  of  clothing  very  largely,  especially  in  the  more 
civilized  centers  such  as  Mombasa,  Nairobi,  and  Kampala. 

There  was  an  increase  in  1910  of  140  per  cent  over  the  previous 
year  in  imports  of  soap,  the  value  being  $257,705.  In  1917  the  im- 
ports were  valued  at  $252,877,  and  practically  all  were  of  British 
manufacture. 

Imports  of  stationery  for  1917  amounted  to  $102,914,  20  per  cent 
less  than  for  the  previous  year. 

Imports  of  bags  and  sacks  showed  a  falling  off  owing  principally 
to  the  fact  that  the  exportation  from  India  was  and  still  is  pro- 
hibited; the  value  of  the  imports  was  $159,898.  The  country  is 
practically  bare  of  stocks  of  all  classes  of  chemicals,  drugs,  medicines, 
glassware,  china,  enamelware,  building  materials  (particularly  ce- 
ment) .    Woolen  goods  are  now  unobtuinable. 
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The  Export  Trade. 

A  loss  of  4  per  cent  represents  the  difference  in  the  total  exports 
for  1917  as  comi)ared  with  the  previous  year.  The  falling  off  in  the 
actual  amount  of  luoduce  exported  must  be  considerably  greater  as 
A'alues  were  higher  in  1017  than  191G. 

It  is  not  possible  at  present  to  give  the  countries  of  destination  of 
exports,  but  roughly  it  may  be  stated  that  75  per  cent  of  the  ex- 
l)orts  in  1017  went  to  Great  Britain  and  India,  most  of  the  remainder 
going  to  France,  the  United  States,  Italy,  and  South  Africa. 

The  following  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  principal 
exports  from  Britisli  East  Africa  (including  Uganda)  for  the  year 
1917  as  again^.t  lOlG  (the  figures  as  to  quantities  are  not  available)  : 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Goats 

Males 

Sheep 

Wild 

Other  live  stock 

lieeswax 

Carbonate  of  joda 

Coconuts 

CoIYee 

Copra 

Chillies 

Cotton 

Cocoa 

Cowrie  and  other  shells 

Fiber: 

Sisal 

other 

Flax 

Ghee 

Gold    (transit   ex:    Belgian 

Kongo) 

Grain: 

Maize 

Beans  a  nd  peas 

Groundnuts 

Millet 

Pulse 

Sesame 

Cimi  copal 

Ham  and  bacon 

Hides,  cat  t  le 


1916 

1917 

S1,S36 

.?1,3S7 

97 

58 

t  i 

S17 

4,074 

1,232 

2,010 

700 

22, 544 

58,399 

130, 463 

284,090 

2,309 

2,944 

627,004 

786,212 

99, 37S 

124,764 

104,943 

70, 328 

2, 063, 570 

3, 046, 524 

1,844 

590 

290 

230 

522, 53S 

772,312 

17,  IS^l 

29,606 

1,556 

18,074 

15, 364 

21, 925 

1,S43,103 

12,379 

3,445 

75,  S71 

17,548 

3, 680 

20, 185 

79 

25 

27,497 

9,979 

293,609 

159,089 

3,437 

4,909 

9,006 

2,116 

092,649 

856, 239 

Articles. 


Horns: 

Rhino 

S])ortstT!en's  trophies . . . 

All  others 

Ivory 

Oil: 

Sesamft 

Cottonseed 

Ostrich  feathers 

Potatoes 

Rubber: 

Plantation 

Wild 

Seed:      . 

Cotton 

Caslor  oil 

Rubber 

Skins: 

Goat 

Sheep 

Wil'i  animals 

Sucai',  raw 

Teeth,  hippo 

To'acco 

Tortoise  shells 

Wood: 

Fire 

Other 

Wool,  raw 

All  other 


Total. 


1916 


f 2, 705 

.3-14 

5.52 

253,528 

2,286 

1,718 

1, 130 

39,308 

36,951 
1,791 

28, 920 


215, 462 
4,. 326 
2,804 

456 
1,542 
1, 538 

252 

3,962 

1,288 

63, 831 

13,139 


7, 256, 765 


1917 


SI  1,7.36 
871 
652 

181, 199 

2,  .529 


123 

61,289 

129,  .531 
5,434 

33, 169 
3,074 


134,781 

2,682 

930 


2,022 

17, 814 

286 

P,094 


52, 498 
10,617 


6,954,049 


Destination  of  Exports. 

Practically  all  the  cotton  went  to  Europe,  mostly  England.  Hides, 
the  next  in  importance  on  the  list  of  exports,  were  shipped  mostly 
to  England,  the  remainder  being  shared  by  the  Ignited  States  and 
Italy.  A  product  that  is  of  rapidly  growing  importance  among  the 
exports,  having  more  than  doubled  in  value  in  the  last  two  3'ears,  is 
coffee.  At  least  80  per  cent  of  this  is  shipped  to  England  and  the 
rest  to  South  Africa.  Sisal,  another  of  the  rapidly  developing  prod- 
ucts of  the  protectorate,  has  increased  in  export  value  to  about  the 
same  extent.  This  is  also  shipped  mostly  to  England.  The  pos- 
sibility of  the  future  of  this  article  has  already  been  dealt  with  in 
an  exliau.stive  report  by  Consul  H.  P.  Starrett.  [See  CoMriiEucE 
Reports  for  June  8,  lOlt.]  Carbonate  of  soda,  all  procured  from  the 
Lake  Magadi,  Avas  shipped  mostly  to  England.  Goatskins  were 
largely  taken  up  by  American  firms,  who  bought  either  delivered 
Liverpool  or  New  York.  The  exports  of  sesame  were  divided  be- 
tween the  British  colonies,  France,  and  Italy. 
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Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  the  princii)al  exports  invoiced  at  the  consu-i 
late  at  Mombasa  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  for  the  years 
1916  and  1917  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Coffee 

$1,162 

76,502 

31,881 

5,276 

5,457 

Mangrove  baric 

$69,212 
513 
110 

Ooit  '^lvin»^ 

$122,621 
23. 571 

Other  articles 

Cliillie^;               

Returned  American  goods 

Total 

$120 

193,116 

146,315 

/ 

Increased  Freight  Rates — Uganda  Raihvay. 

Rates  from  New  York  to  IMombasa  have  increased  very  consid- 
erably in  the  last  few  months,  as  much  as  $'200  per  ton  measurement 
having  been  quoted  both  on  outward  and  inward  freights.  This  alone 
must  have  a  veiy  serious  effect  on  American  trade.  All  shipments 
arriving  nowadays,  not  only  froin^America  but  from  Europe  as 
well,  are  coining  via  Durban,  where  they  are  transshipped  to  a  local 
line  of  steamers  which  is  still  running  a  monthly  service  between 
Mombasa,  Durban,  and  Bombay. 

The  Uganda  Eailway,  government  owned,  the  main  line  of  which 
runs  from  Mombasa  on  the  coast  to  the  (Lake)  Victoria  Nyanza, 
shows  very  satisfactory  results  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March,  1917. 
The  total  receipts  were  $3,88-1,689,  an  increase  of  21  per  cent  over 
the  preceding  year.  The  expenditure  for  the  same  period  was 
$2,076,348. 

Banking  Conditions — Exchange  Situation. 

Some  anxiety  has  been  felt  by  the  banking  and  commercial  com- 
munity on  account  of  the  shortage  of  rupees  (silver).  The  princi- 
pal cause  contributing  is  the  prohibition  of  export  from  India,  and 
unfortunately  the  native  and  the  Indian — there  is  a  large  popula- 
tion of  the  latter  in  the  country — are  inclined  to  hoard.  To  meet  the 
situation  the  government  is  bringing  in  from  India  a  large  quantity 
of  one-rupee  notes. 

The  exchange  question  is  causing  some  concern  among  the  settlers, 
who,  taken  as  a  body,  have  very  little  actual  cash  in  the  country. 
The}^  are  affected  adversely  as  the  rupee  is  now  worth  Is.  6d.  instead 
of  Is.  4d.  its  par  value,  making  remittances  from  Europe  at  the  pres- 
ent time  verv  costlv.  It  is  on  their  remittances  that  a  large  number  of 
the  farmers  and  planters  are  depending  to  pay  their  labor,  which  is 
now  costing,  on  account  of  the  exchange,  12^  per  cent  more  than  when 
the  rate  Avas  normal.  On  the  other  hand,  import  merchants  are  at 
the  moment  reaping  a  very  substantial  benefit  as  most  of  them  are 
not  taking  their  profits  on  exchange  into  consideration  Avhen  cal- 
culating their  costs. 

Government  Expenditure  and  Revenue. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1917,  the  Government 
revenue  amounted  to  $7,437,837  as  against  $5,452,970  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March,  1916.  The  three  principal  sources  contributed  as 
follows: — Eailway,  50  per  cent;  excise  licenses,  20  per  cent;  and 
customs,  16  per  cent. 

The  expenditure  for  the  period  under  review  was  $5,505,970  and 
for  1916,  $5,203,647. 
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